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The General Convention. 

The General Convention of Universal- 
ists, convened in Clinton, township of Paris, 
(nN. y.) on the 17th and 18th ult. The coun- 
cil was formed by choosing Br. A. Knee- 
land, Moderator ; Brs. R. Carrique, and 
N. Stacy, Clerks. There were 34 minis- 
ters present, and a numerous delegation 
from the various societies. ‘Two new so- 
cieties were received into fellowship, and 
an association recently formed in the wes- 
tern part of Massachusetts, called * The 
Franklin Association.” Three young bre- 
thren of promising talents, received the ap- 
probation of the Convention, to labor in the 
vineyard of the Gospel, and were acknow- 
ledged as brethren, possessing precious 
faith, and worthy of confidence as ministers 
of the grace of God ; and one brother King 
of Hudson, was ordained, as an evangelist 
to bear the glad tidings of everlasting life 
and peace to the ransomed of the Lord, ac- 
cording to the divine purposes of Him, who 
will have all men to be saved and come to 


the knowledge of the truth. 
Seven discourses were delivered on the 
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bound with the galling chains of bigotry, 
and bowed down by the unhallowed power 
of ecclesiastical tyrranny. Thousands and 
tens of thousands are rejoicing in the good- 
ness of Almighty God, and their numbers 
are daily increasing ; the servants of the 
Lord had great cause for congratulation 
and joy, and with the most pleasing sensa- 
tions could adopt the poetic expressions of 
a brother : 


In thy wide fields and vineyards, Lord, 
We’ve toil’d and wrought with watchful care 
The wheat doth flourish by thy word, 

And love consumes the choaking tares. 


The reapers cry, thy fields are white, 

And ready to be gathered in ; 

The lab’rer shouts with sweet delight, 

This is the day to finish sin. 

The intelligence received from different 
parts, extending far and wide over the por- 
tion of God’s Sslines, evinced to us that 
the influence of the spirit of God was not 
confined toa particular section or town, 
neither was his power to be compared to 
a cloud which for a while hangs suspended 
over one town and then passes to another, 
in one place sprinkling a few drops of rain, 





occasion, by Brs. C. G. Parsons, R. Car- 
rique, P. Morse, J. Flagler, A. Kneeland, | 
H. Ballou and P. Dean. The audience | 
was numerous, being estimated at more 
than three thousand. The services were 
rendered solemn, and divinely animating 
by a most excellent choir of singers led 
by Mr. Sanger, who displayed much judg- 
ment, taste, and devotional feeling in the 
selection of the tunes used on the occasion, 
which were performed in a siyle rarely ex- 
celled, and very seldom equalled. 

The committees appointed the last year 
to visit the several associations in fellow- 
ship with the Convention, made the most 
pleasing reports of the progress of the truth 
in the several sections of our happy coun- 
try in which they are located. — The rela- 
tions of the prosperity of Zion in the East 
and West were such as evinced the won- 
der working power of the spirit of God, in 
élaying the enmity, removing the prejudi- 
ces, opening the eyes of the blind, and de- 





livering the captives who had long been 


and in another passing over without yield- 
ing one reviving drop, thus exciting ex- 
pectations, and cruelly disappointing all 


| hopes ; but as the dew which falls on the 


tender herb in the still silence of night, re- 
freshing the thirsty plant, so is the opera- 
tion of the spirit of God, as the still small 
voice whispering peace to the mind, and 
without noise or tumult, without the threat- 
ening aspect of a destructive storm, or of a 
dense cloud surcharged with electric fluid 
rea‘ly to hurl the thunder bolt at the devo- 
ted head of some unhappy being gropingin 
darkness, it wins the heart to God by moul- 
ding it into the divine image, which is love; 
chases away the darkness that obscured the 
mental vision; and brings man to the know- 
ledge of that truth which maketh free. 

We behold the advancement of the doc- 
trine of God’s universal love, as Moses de- 
scribed it, when he said—‘* My doctrine 
shall drop as the rain: my speech shall 
distil as the dew, as the small rain upon 
the tender herb, as the showers upon the 
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grass.” Ou this heavenly doctrine mast | stand by one of your papers that your col- 
the celebraied poet Waits have bad his eye | umns would be open to an examination of 
when he wrote the following inimitable any text or chapter of scripture, which 


lines. should be introduced, and an explanation 
As showers on meadows newly mown, given on the same. it would gratify my 
Jesse whall scad his biesiguy-cows ; - feelings likewise very much if you would 


Crowned with whose life infusing drops, 


Earth shall renew her blissful crops, explaia, for the satisfaction of some of my 


Lands that beneath a burning sky, friends in this vicinity, the 25th of Matt. 
Have long been desolate and dry, It appears that other denominations who 
Red onddel gooess and hervign wont stile themselves christians, hold this as an 
The dewsand rains, in all their store insnperable objection to the doctrine of 
Drenching the pasture o’er and o’er, Universalism. It appears to me as an in- 
Are not so copious as that grace dividual, that that doctrine is false which 
Which sanctifies and saves out race, holds to an endless duration of the punish- 
While then others rejoice when they be-} ment of some of God’s creatures, wile the 
hold a small cloud, passing slowly along, | rest should enjoy everlasting life and feli- 
resting fora short tune on this place, or city in the presence of God. If God has 
that, and from whence falls only here and | fyre-ordained this, of what use can it be for 
there a drop of water to refresh the thirsty | ys to strive «o enter into that rest which 
earth, or revive the drooping dying plant, | we read of in the scripture ? If we are the 
what great cause of rejoicing is presented to | most profligate it will effect nething. I 
the Universalist when he beholds the copi- | cannot believe such a doctrine as this be- 
ous showers of divine grace extending from | cause it is not so much as hinted at in the 
Maine to Georgia, and from the shores of | .crintures of truth, nor sanctioned by the 
the Atlantic moving over the mountaius of | those feelings of humanity which the God 
the west co-extensive wiih civilization, and | of nature has implanted ina most conspic- 
cultivation of the soil. We will then say | yous manner in all his moral offspring. 





to our brethren, rejoice in the Lord and be Respectfully yours. 

exceeding glad. great is His goodness, and ; L. J. 
divinely glorious bis power in the salvation | REMARKS. 

of man ; the time is come spokeu of by the; Quy, correspondent requests an explana- 


Prophet ; the mandate hath gone forth 5 | tion of the parable of sheep and goats, re- 
the word is to Zion, “ Enlarge the place of | corded in the last part of the 25th of Mat- 
thy tent, and let them stretch forth the cur- | thew, We feel confident that the annota- 
tains of their habitations ; spare not, length- | tions of acknowledged doctors of divinity, 
en thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes ; | pave served to mislead many good people 
for thou shalt break forth on the right hand | instead of satisfying their inquiries on this 
and on the left ; and thy sced shall inherit | subject. We therefore inform our corres- 
the geniiles, and make the desolate cities to pondent, that we shall, in giving an expli- 
be inhabited*” Once more we say, great cation, depart from the rules of modern or- 
is our cause for rejoicing, and adopt the thodoxy, and with the help of God, hope 
language of the poct— to give something that will afford more sa- 

Let zion and her sons rejoice 5 tisfaction than the husks of mongrel theolo- 


Behold the promised hour : y 
Her God hath heard her mourning voice, 8) 
And will exalt his power. 





3efore we proceed to give our views of 
this subject, it is proper that we notice the 
FOR THE INQUIRER. common opinion. ‘The common opiuion 
Florida, Sept. 8, 1823. | says, that our Saviour was speaking of a 
Rev. Sir,— great judgment, which is to take place in 
Having perused some of those papers | another world, and after man shall cease to 
which are called “* The Gospel Inquirer,” | propagate his species. ‘That by the para- 
and being informed that you was the editor | ble of the sheep and: goats, be meant to de- 
of the same, [ feel very desirous uf becom: | scribe the mode of the judgment and con- 
ing one of your subscribers : feeling some- | cluded by stating the effects which would 
what influenced in favor of the doctrine of ; result to the world, from the sane. We 
Universal Salvation, | wish an explanation | will briefly state some unanswerable ob- 
of acertain passaye of scripture, which, if | jections to this opinion. 
clearly elucidated, would cause my mind to| 1. It gives man too much for bestowing 
cel rather more composed. As [ under- ! a morsel of bread, a drink of water, or per- 
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forming any act of virtue. No person can 
be so extravagant in their expectations, as 
to believe that God will give them a crown 
of glory, and confer upon them immortal 
bliss, as a reward for deeds done in this 
life. We by no means wish to say, that vir- 
tue is entitled to no reward, or that the vir- 
tuous man will not receive a full and com 

lete reward for all his virtuous conduct. 
Neither would we wish to be understood to 
designate a particular time or place when 
su¢gh reward will be conferred. We wish 
siyaply to state that neither the scriptures of 
divine truth, reescn or common sense, sup- 
ort the idea that men will receive endless 
Joys for acts performed while in the flesh. 
2. As it bestows too much for virtue, so 
it inflicts too great a punishment on the 
wicked for crime. What man of common 
candor and sense is there, who will contend 
that any one human being is capable of cre- 
aling a cause that will continue to produce 
effects tet will last to all eleraity ? All 
this and more must be cositended for, if the 
common idea be admitted. It must in ad- 
dition to the above be admitted that man’s 
sinful conduct while here below, wiil effect 
an entire change in the disposition, nature 
and purpose of almighty God. He must 
be made to change his divine economy in 
the governmet of his family. Instead of 
loving his offspriog, his affections must be 
changed and he must be made to hate the 
works of his hands. It must also be shown 
ihat he meant to impose upon man, in send- 
ing Jesus Christ to save him, and at the 
game time neglect to deyise a plan by which 
the scheme of salvation, which he had de- 
signed, would be carried into complete ef- 
fect. Our limits will not permit us to pur- 
sue this part of our subject farther. We 
will now give an exposition of the passage 
under consideratiog, agreeably to our 
views. The Saviour at the 31st verse, says, 
* When the sun of man shall come in his 
kingdom” certain things shall take place. 
He plainly states, that a separation shall 
take place, and as 
manner. He te!!ls us also what shall be 
separated. He is particular in fixing the 
time in the following words “ When the Son 
of man shall come.’? With these remarks 
as preliminary, we will proceed to explain 
the parable by noticing the three following 
particulars : 
1. When was the son of man to come ? 
2. What wasthe separation? And, 
3. As the equivocal word everlasting is 
used to prove the endless misery of the 





plainly describes the 
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wisked, we-willgive its true meaning. 

1. When was the Son of men to come ? 
As we have ‘no data to determive the hour 
or precise time, we shall not confine our- 
selves to this poin', but as nearly as we can 
from general evidence, the period, 

Many pious people, without doubt, will 
prgnounce it a supererogation in us to pre- 
tend to say, that Jesus came the second 
time, some centuries since. If we are sup- 
ported by scripture testimony in affirming 
that he came some hundred years ago, eve- 
ry candid person is bound to believe it. 
We cannot obtain any information on this 
subject better than that given by Jesus 
Christ to his immediate disciples. In 
speaking of his coming in St. Matthew, xvi. 
27, 28, he says ‘** For the son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father with his an- 
gels, and then he shail reward every man 
accordiuy to his works. Verily I say un- 
to you, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the son 
of man coming in his kingdom.” Here it 
will be observed, our Saviour confined his 
coming to the life time of some of his dis- 
ciples. He used almost the same words to 
describe the manner of his coming, that he 
uses in the 31st verse of the 25th chapter. 
He says * shall come in his glory,” “ his 
kingdom,” and “ with the angels of his Fa- 
ther.” Our correspondent is requested to 
turn to the 25th chapter and read the 31st 
verse, and observe the similarity of expres- 
sion which exists between that and the one 
in the 16th. If he pleases, he will also 
consult the 10th and 23d, and parallel pas- 
sages in the other gospels. Nothing can 
be more plain, than this subject. If our 
Saviour did not come during the life time 
of some of his disciples, he certainly-did not 
fulfil his promise, Shall we admit the come 
mon opinion, ‘and thereby contradict the 
precious testimony of the Lord of life, or 
accredit the words of Jesus. ‘To deny the 
force and most obvious meaning of our 
Saviour’s words, involve us in the most 
dreadful dilemma. 


2. What was the separation? The com- 


mon opinion is, that the separation is to be 


between the righteous and the wicked> We Ij 


now ask, if this opinion agrees with the 


words of Jesus? Did Jesus say that there | 


should be a separation between the right- 
eous and wicked ? Did he describe partic- 
ularly the relative and respective characters 
which they had borne? These questions 
will be best answered by our Saviour’s 
words. Turn now to the parable of the 
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sheep and goats, and read the 32d verse. 
He stated that when he should come, “ all 
nations should be gathered together before 
him” He then declared that he would 
*‘ separate them (mark that the personal 
pronoun them isa substitute for nations) one 
from another as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats.” This language can- 
not be misunderstood. Jesus declared that 
he would make a separation. When? At 
the time of his coming. Separate what ? 
One nation from another nation. This sep- 
eration was between nations and not indi- 
viduals of the nations, Here the advocate 
of endless misery and the common cénstruc- 
tion of this passage is balked. Ask what 
those passages of divine truth mean, where 
it is said that all languages, people and 


tongues shall serve the Lord, and they will | 


tell you that you are not to understand that 
every human being is to serve 410d, but 
that some out of all languages, people and 
tongues are to praise Jehovah. But does 
this agree with the exposition of this para- 
ble? No, If we admit the effect we must 
admit the cause. If we admit that the goats 
were the wicked and sheep the righteous, 
which areto beseparated, and that the wick- 
ed are to be endlessly miscrable and the 
righteous supremely and eternally happy, 
we must also admit that one nation is whol- 
ly wicked and will be punished to all eter- 
nity and another entirely righteous and will 
be happy as long as God exists. This 
would be sending some wicked persons to 
heaven, for there are sinners among all na- 
tions. This too would be sending some 
righteous persons to hell, if there are right- 
eous among all nations. In short, nations 
would go to heaven and nations would be 
sent to hell. Is this orthodoxy ? 

We now state briefly some reasons for 
supporting the idea that the separation was 
a separation between the Jew and Gentile 
nations. In the xi chapter of Romans, the 
apostle tells us that the Jews had stumbled, 
were blinded, had fallen, had rejected the 
_. Gospel, and for the purpose of fulfilling the 
prophetic declaration contained in the old 
testament. He describes. the geatiles as 
enjoying the blessings and feeding on the 
., provisions of the gospel, and the Jews in 
' astate of darkness and unbelief. He in- 
_ troduces a simile to explain his meaning. 


' He declares that the Gentiles were taken 


from a wild olive tree, and were ingrafted 
into the natural tree, that some of the na- 
tural branches (which were ihe Jews) were 


branches of the natural tree, might be in 
grafied into it. He declares that when the 
fulness of the Gentiles is come in, the Jews 
shall all be saved. From the apostle’s com- 
ments on the fall of the Jews, you are not 
to understand that they have or ever will 
fall into endless misery. You are to know 
that by their fall (or rejection) salvation is 
brought to the Gentiles. Behold the con- 
trast and be surprised. The Jews are the 
chosen people of God, to whom was com- 
mitted the oracles, the promises, and the 
law, among whom were prophets and wise 
men who enjoyed the pure light of divine 
truth, who inhaled the air of spiritual free- 
dom and basked in the sunshine of know- 
ledge, are now the dupes of prejudice, the 
subjects of unbelief and the objects of com- 
miseration, ‘Their political polity has long 
since been demolished. ‘They do not exist 
ina natural capacity. They are dispersed 
into all parts of the habitable globe. They 
are inhabitants of the east. They are the 
companions of the Turks and Chinese ; at 
Constantinople and Saloniki there are ma- 
ny of them. They live in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and America. No nation on earth 
can furnish such a history of persecutions 
as the Jews. ‘They have been the subjects 
of the greatest calamities that ever befel any 
nation, They have tumbled from the sum- 
mit of human wisdom, of human grandeur 
and human power to the lowest state of hu- 
man degradasion. In but few countries 
have they been able to find a peaceable as- 
sylum. Almost all nations haVe banished 
them. It may be said without a remote 
appearance of exaggeration, that they have 
been pretty universally subjects of the 
most extreme persecution. Notwithstand- 
ing the awful and repeated calamities which 
have befel them as a people, they have 
preserved almost universally their religion, 
their national manners, and native charac- 
ter. In short, their calamities, their dis- 
persion, the preservation of their ancient 
religion, and their whole political and reli- 
gious characters, furnish so many emphat- 
ical evidences of the truth of christianity. 
Of the blessings of the gospel they do not, 
and they willnot partake. Intruth it may be 
said they are on the left hand and are re- 
jected. ‘ 

The Gentile world are feasting on the 
rich provisions of the gospel of Christ. The 
bread of life and the water of salvation, are 





dealt out in profusion to satisfy our spirite- 
al hunger and thirst. With an eye of faith 


ii broken off that the Gentiles who were not ’we behold the vista of future and eternal 
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gieries unfold, and Jesus Christ the Saviour 
of the world. The maxims of Jesus, his 
precepts, his examples, the soothing lan- 
guage which ever dropped from his lips, 
furnish to the christian a spiritual repast, 





have this land everlastingly. Now if ever- 
lasting means endless the Canaanites ought 
to possess this land row. Not oniy must 
they possess it now, but they must possess 
it to alleternity. Who is there that be- 


+ > @ | . + . . 
far exceeding the anticipated nectar andam- | lieves the Canaanites wi'l plow and sow, 


brosia of heathen gods. 

We now inform our correspondent that | 
the separation which took place at our Sa- | 
viour’s coming, was a separation between | 
the Jew and Gentile world. The goats | 
signify the Jews, aud the left hand, reject- | 
ion. ‘The sheep mean the Gentiles, and the | 
right hand implies favor. When the gen- | 
tiles shall have been converted to the truth | 
and made recipients of the blessings and | 
privileges of the Gospel, then wiil the Jews | 
be restored to the enjoyment of lost bles- | 
sings, to the favor of God and the enjoy- | 
men! of pure unsullied bliss. | 

3. What does the terms everlasting and | 
eternal mean? For a critical explanation | 
of the meaning of these terms, our corres- | 
pondent is relerred to our answer to Ve! 
published in No. 4, of the Inquirer. It is 
contended that the term everlasting means 
endless, and that the punishment threaten- 
edin the xxv. 46 of Matt. means nothing 
less than endless misery. We believe that 
this would not be insisied upon, were there 
explicit and positive evidence in the scrip 
wres of divine truth to support this idea, 
Were there a solitary passage in the whole 
bible which expressly asserts that the sinner 
thall be punished endlessly, this equivocal 
term and doubtful testimony would be im- 
mediately abandoned as insufficient. But 
this is not the case. From the first word 
in Genesis to the last in Revelations, the 
word endless cannot be found connected 
with the duration of vice or misery. And 
why is this? If it be true that God intends 
to punish some of his children to all eterni- 
ty, why have we not abundant testimony 
to substantiate such doctrine 2 Why are 
} uot the scriptures full of such expressions— 
expressions which would settle the subject 
of dispute at once? Itmay be asked does 
hot the term everlasting mean endless ? Is 
itever used in the bible to signify or ex- 
Press limited duration? We say that it 
does not necessarily mean endless. It is 
repeatedly applied in the bible to subjects 
which long since have come to anend. We 
will give a few instances in which it was 
thus used. ‘The land of Canaan was giv- 
¢n to the Canaanites for an everlasting pos- 
‘ession. See Gen. xvii. 8—xlviii. 4. Please 








‘0 recollect that the Canaanites were to 


| and cultivate the land of Canaan in anoth- 


er world ? None but a fool will believe it. 
The Levitical priesthood wes to be an ev- 
erlasting priesthood: Ex. xl 15. Tte 
upustic declared nearly two thousand age 
that this priesthood was done away. How 
could it be endless then?) Dare any one 
believe that this priesthood will exist in ano- 
ther world, and that all the external cere- 
monies enjoined in it wil! be in operation ? 
Does any one believe that the ceremony of 


| circumcision wiil then be practised ? Does 


any one think that the sacrifices and offer- 


ings will be observed iv another world, as ~ 


they have been in this? Surely they cannot. 
Then no one can believe that the term ev- 
erlasting meant endicss when applied to the 
priesthood of Aaron. .This term is also ap- 
plied to the hillsdoors §c. See Psa, xxiv. 7. 
Hab. iii 6. 

When the advocate of endless suflering 
is obliged, by the potent powers of com- 
mon sense and the plain {estimony of di- 
vine truth, to abandon the ground that we 
have just examined, he will resort to the 
pitiful shift, that ‘is commonly resorted to 
and say “ well, if you can prove that the 
misery or punishment of the wicked will 
come to an end, you will also prove that the 
happiness of the righteous will come 
to an end also, for one must last just as 
long as the other, as ihe terms which ex- 
press the duration of eacl are taken from 
the same root in the original.” We readi- 
ly admit that these térms are from the same 
word in the original Greek. And we con- 
tend that neither of them mean endless. 
One means, if you please, just as much as 
the other. The life of the righteous was a 
life conferred for obedience, and is to be lim- 
ited exclusively to the gospel dispensation. 
When the gentiles shail have been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, a dispensa- 
tion will commence which will have for its 
object the fulfilment of God’s purposes and 
the restoration of the Jews. When this 
shall have been done, the life conferred for 
obedience to the requisitions of the gospel 
will cease. That they have eternal life in 
this state of existence, is.evident from the 
words of our Saviour, when he says, “ He 
that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” 


St. John vi. 47. The life which the be- 
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liever enjoyed, was a life produced by his 
fiith. And bence when faith shall be swal- 
lowed up of fruition and hope shall be real- 
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i wrath and vengeance. with stern decree 
and the fury of a mereiless God, pouring 
desolation upon the fairest of his creation, 


ized by enjoyment, the life of faith must of | and burling the spirits that he has made, to 


course cease to be. 

Auother objection to our exposition, is 
the following. Say our opponents, “ as 
there is noterm in the bible more strong to 

in express the duration than the word ever- 

lasting, we must admit that this term does 

necessarily mean endless.” It will be pev- 

ceived from this that our opponents would 

3 cheerfully resume their former opinion and 

i abandon their exposition of the term in 

question could they find a term more ex- 

) pressive of continuance. Now we can in- 

form the reader that there are terms which 

signify endless and nothing else. ‘To say 

that there is no term in the bible which is 

' more strongly used to express duration, 

| than the word everlasting, would be to con- 

tradict truth itself, and the testimony of the 

learned. The term to which we allude is 

found in Hebrews vii. 16, and is there ren- 

dered endless. This term in the Greek 

means endless and cannot be rendered oth- 

erwise without doing violence to its primi- 

tive meaning. Here then is a stronger 
term to express duration than everlasting. 

| Before our readers admit that the wicked 

will be endlessly miserable, they must en- 

deavor to account for the promises of God. 

; They must tell us how God, who cannot 

lic, should promise to save all men, and at 

the same time damn them with endless 

damnation. They must reconcile God’s 

promises with his threatenings. They must 

j tell us how a God, whose word is as immu- 

table as bis own moral perfections, could 

solemnly declare that all the nations, fami- 

lies and kindreds of the earth should be 

ai blessed in Jesus Christ, his son, and at the 

ii same time, declare that this same Jesus 

: should be the primary and original cause of 


ee ee 
~ 


consigning to the regions of remediless and 
inconceivable distress, a great part of his 
offspring. To conclude, there never was 
a doctrine more dishonoring to God, more 
: destructive to man, more at variance with 
ra. the dictates of sound morality, common 
i sense, the providence of God, his revealed 
; will and character, than this which throws 
to the flames of a quenchiless hell, thesouls of 
countless myriads of the himan race. It 
fixes upon the name of the God of love, an 
indelible stain. It c'othes him with the 
Character of an infuriated demon. It re- 
presenis him as seated on a high and lofty 
throne, clothed with the garb of almighty 








the sink of woe and the vortex of damnation, 
Away with an opinion that disgraces our 
God. Let him be exhibited in the char. 
acter of all-merciful and kind, as designing 
and promoting the happiness of all his chil- 
dren, and his name will be glorified from 
the rising to the going down of the suo. 





Answer to igo. 





(See No. 9, page 72.) 

Ego, it seems, is decidedly in favor of 
the common opinion of a judgment in a fu. 
ture state of existence, and has adopted all 
the awful and soul-destroying conclusions, 
which result from an admission of this 
strange hypothesis. We call it strange be- 
cause it represents the almighty as sitting 
in judgment and inflicting the most dreadful 
punishment upon his offspring for a few 
crimes committed in aworld where his own 
hands placed them. Whataggravates this, 
is, that it makes God evince a total indif. 
ferance (or a cruel disposition) towards the 
wants and sufferings of beings whom he has 
forced into existence, and whom he could 
help and relieve if he pleased. We caw 
not conceive any possible good that will re- 
sult from this judgment either to God or 
man. In fact it is useless inasmuch as itis 
not designed to give God nor any other 
being information upon the subject of in 
quiry—-the grand object for which all in- 
vestigations are intended. 

The first particular which demands out 
attention centained in the communication 
of Ego is the subject of death, hell, and the 
lake of fire. What is the lake of fire! 
What is meant by death and hell being cast 
into the lake of fire ? Scriptural annota 
tions are the very best and will not fail of 
affording more satisfaction to the inquiring 
mind, than the most learned and critical 
commentaries of the best scholar. We 
shall therefore have recurrence to the crip: 
tures, in order more fully to arrive at the 
meaning of the subject. ; 
The Jake of fire in the 14th verse is the 
saine that Is meant by the lake of fire and 
brimstone in jhe 10th verse. In the 10th 
verse we are jiuformed that the Devil who 
deceived the nations was castinto ihe lake 
of fire and brimstone. We are also certt 
fied that. the beast-and false prophet were 








in the lake of fire into which the devil was 




















is made of the apocalyptic beast: 
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east. ‘To uid in the solution of this subjectit 
is necessary that we learn who or what is 
meant by the beast and false prophet. If 
we can determine who the beast and false 
prophet are, and into what lakeor place they 


were casi, we can easily come at the meaning . 


of the subject, we are examining. No one 
can beso unreasonable as to suppose for a 
moment that the beast and false prophet 
have or will be cast into a hell in another 
world, which will burn with literal fire and 
brimstone, tn order to prove that the lake 
of fire is ‘in another world, it is necessary to 
gow that the beast and false prophet exist 
and act in their respective characters in 
another world. ‘This we think cannot be 
shown. It has generally been admitted, 


that by the beast in Revelations is meant 


the apostate church. This will be seen hy 
consulting those passages where mention 
In the 
17th chap. of Rev. we are informed that a 
woman was siiting ona scarlet coloured 
beast; that this woman was ‘ arrayed in 
purple, and scarlet colour, and decked with 
gold and prec:ous stones, and pearls, hav- 
ing a golden cup io her hand ful} of abomi- 
nations and filthiness of her fornication ; 
that upon her forehead was a name written; 
that this name was {> “ MYsTEY, BABYLON 
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” ‘That the 
scartet coloured beast had seven heads and 
ten horns. In the 9th verse we read that 
the seven heads are seven. mountains, 
and in the 12th verse we are told that 
the ten horns were ten kings. [King- 
doms in the margin.] All this must obyi- 
ously allude to things connected with, and 
belonging to, this life. Kings rule here, 
This beast was to continue a time and 
times and half time, or forty and two 
months. We have nv intimation that this 
beast will ever exist much less be worshbip- 
ped in another world. We have no inti- 
mations that the worshippers of the beast 
will be punished for worshipping the beast 
any longer than they worship bim and are 
willing to receive his mark in their hands 
and foreheads, The ouly way that they 


can be identified as worshippers of the 
‘beast, is by their bearing the mark of the 


beast. When this mark cannot be found, 
we must conclude that tie people are not 
worshipping the beast. We have testimo- 
ny, (see Rev. xiv. 11,) that the worship- | 








worshippers of the beast will be tormented 
in another world, it must be proved by 

ggod evidence, that the beast will exist in 
scedune world that men will worship him 
there and that time will be divided into day 
and night in another world. We do not 
believe that the beast will live to get into 
another world, that he will have any one 
that will be willing to worship him, and 
that there will be day and night there. 

If then the beast means the apostate 
church, if this beast will not exist in anoth- 
er world, if his being is to terminate here, 
if he cannot continue longer than forty 
and two months, (1260 ycars,) it must be 
conceded, it cannot be denied, that the 
lake of fire and brimstone exists in the same 
place that the beast does. How then can 
any one suppose, thatthe lake of fire is not 
in thisworld. ‘The'whole existence of the 
beast is confined to this world, and hence if 
the lake cf fire and brimstone is designed 
to punish him in, it would be useless to say 
that the Jake is in another world and the 
beast in this, for it would not answer the 
purpose for which it was designed. We 
are now ready to canvass the position as- 
sumed by Ego. We wish however that 
Ego would recollect that the phrase death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire’ is 
not to be literally understood, but is a fig- 
ure of speech used to represent the aposta- 
cy, for the Revelator adds, ‘* This is the 
second death.” 

Ego now says, ** Now, sir, it is plain 
that the scriptures speak of a certain class, 
who are to be cast into 3 lake of fire a d 
brimstone, and for my part, f am unable to 
find the text which says they shall come 
out.” It is true. that the scripture state 
that “a certain class shall be cast into a 
Jake of fire, &c. and it is equally true and 
plain, that the scriptures tell who that class 
are. They are the worshippers of the beast. 
Now we tell Ego that it would be folly and 
nonsense to suppose that the worshippers 
of the beast would continue in the lake any 
longer than the lake continues. If this lake 
be confined to this world, and the worship- 
pers are cast into it here, and if the ror- 
shippers of the beast never go into another 
world, as, no doubt, Ego believes, he can 
find good reason at least for supposing they 
will come out. We tell Ego that it is but 
poor evidence to support the doctrine of 
endless misery, to barely say they that wor- 


pers of the beast shall be tormented day | ship the beast shall be cast into a state of 


and night, and that while w orshipping the 
beast. Now before we admit that the | 


punishment. If Ego wants more and bet- 
'ter evidence to support our declaration, 
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that not one individual will be ited’ ina! ther Silanie: that all tears wi: itl be wiped from 


lake of fire and brimstone to all eternity, 
we can give it tohim. We say it cannot 
he possible that God should punish any hu- 
man being as Jong as he exists, because he 
has sworn : by himself to bless all and make 
every creature happv. He has declared 
that all the world shall worship him, that 
all kings shall bow down before him, and 
that all the earth shall serve him. Can you 
believe that he will permit his creatures, 
creatures which he has made on purpose to 
worship him, to worship a beast to all eter- 
nity ? Mast his offspring continue rebel- 
lious endlessly ? Must man never be re- 
conciled ? Ishe always to be a fool? 
Will God never fulfil his promises? Was 
he so unwise as to send his Son to save the 
world, and at the same time know that the 
world never would be saved? Will God 
permit his children to be the dupes of dev- 
ils, the worshippers of beasts and the sub- 
jects of hel] eternally? Or, will not the 
devil with all his works, the beast, the false 
prophets, sin an! misery, all be tumbled in- 
to the abyss of ruin? Does any one be- 
lieve that God desires the happiness of his 
creatures, and yet will not be gratified ? 
Who can, who dare attempt to thwart the 
purposes of God ? Who can resist his pow- 
er? As long as nature bears the marks of 
wisdom, as long as eternity lasts, so long 
shall God be omnipotent. ’ 
Ego next quotes a passage from the 21st 
chapter and 4th verse to prove that some 
one will be eternally miserable. This was 
a bad thing for him. We request Ego to 
read carefully the following. “ And | heard 
a great voice out of heaven, saying the ta- 
bernacle of God is with men, (all men. A 
noun without an article to limit it, is to be 
taken’ in its widest sense. Men therefore 
must mean every individual of the human 
family,) andhe will dwell with them, and 
they shall be bas people, and God himseif 
Shall be with them, and be their God. 
Verse 3, And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eves, and there shali be no 
more death, weither sorrow nor cryiug, nei- 
ther shali there be any nore pain. Verse 
4. In this quotation we are informed tha! 
Giod shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, Who are meant here? Answer. 
The same that was meantin the 3d_ verse, 
viz. allmen. ‘Then it should read, God 
shall wipe all tears from the eyes of all men ’ 
This is the meaning of the phrase. If it 


were not how could it be said that there 
should be no move crying ? 


Ego must ei- 





all eyes, or show how men can cry and not 
shed tears. “He must show how men can 
be miserable and not be spiritually dead. 
He must show how men can be miserable, 
and yet have no sorrow. And he must 
show too how any one can suffer endless 
woe and endure the pains of never ending 
torments, and not endure any pains ; or ad- 
mit the doctrine of the salvation of all men. 
Here conclusions are justly inferable from 
the testimony of John, who declares une- 
quivocally, that there shall be no more 
death, sorrow, crying nor pain. We wish 
the reader and Ego not to forget this. 
Here is a salvo for the wounds which sin 
and error have made. Here is an antidote 
for every moral malady. Here is conclu- 
sive testimony in favor of the glorious doc- 
trine of the ultimate purity and happiness 
of allmen. This is an arrow of death to 
the hypothesis of endless damnation. 
“There shall be no more pain,” says St. 
John. Says orthodoxy this is not true. 
There shall be much more pain. Some 
stfall be endlessly miserable’ Now, reader, 
John and orthodoxy are at issue. Which 
will you believe. You must believe the 
divine testimony, that says there shall be 
no more sorrow nor pain, We ask Ego if 
this looks like wiping tears from the eyes 
of some ? Does this appear like healing 
some and removing the pains ofsome ? Be 
candid and your former opinion will be 
consigned to the bosom of oblivion. 
To be concluded in our next, 


(7 AFALSE REPORT. 

[ take this way to contradict a report 
which has been circulated in the town of 
Fairfield and vicinity. ‘The report origin- 
ated with a Mr. Graves. I have several 
times demanded of Mr, G. reparation and 
he has not yet given me satisfaction, nor 
can I say manifested any disposition to do 
it. Mr. Graves tapanted that 1 said “I 
should think myself as much justified in wor- 
shipping Juggernaut as Jesus Christ.” This 
I solemnly contradict. I regret that I am 
called upon thus publicly to expose the con- 
duct of Mr. G. as relates to this transaction, 
but a regard for truth and my reputation in- 
duces and even compels me to do it.—Ed. 


ia NOTICES. 

The Rev. S. Ik. Smith, of Clinton, is expected to 
preach io this village on Tuesday evening the 4th 
of November next. 

The editor expects to preach at Eatonsbush on the 
Ist, at New Port on the 24, and at Herkimer on the 
$d sabbath of November next. 














